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Join us in paying tribute to 
a pillar of the Indianapo-

lis Jewish Community, Mike 
Blain. 

On Sun., Nov. 15 at 11:30 
a.m., State of Israel Bonds in-
vite you to a luncheon at Shaar-
ey Tefilla, 3085 W. 116th St., 
Carmel, to honor Mike Blain. 
Cost of the luncheon:  $25 per 
person. Please RSVP by Nov. 
11 to Shelby Goldstein at shel-
by.goldstein@israelbonds.com 
or at 1-800-969-3987. 

State of Israel Bonds of-
ficers: David Orentlicher 
General Chairman, Indiana 
Campaign, Larry Berman, 
Executive Director Midwest 
Region, National Director of 
Corporate and Institutional 
Sales, Shelby Goldstein, Indi-

ana Field Representative. Event 
Committee: Sylvia Blain, Dan-
iel Blain, Hart Hasten, Ronald 
Katz, Irwin Levin, Offer Korin, 
Benton Marks, Judy and Da-
vid Orentlicher, Ora and Mark 

Pescovitz, Michelle and Doug 
Rose, Ellen Shevitz, and Alla 
and Peter Weisz.

Michael Blain was born in a 
village in Carpatho-Ruthenia, 
which was part of the former 
Czechoslovakia, later part of 
Hungary and now part of the 
Ukraine. He left home at age 
14, living in Hungary, the for-
mer Soviet Union, England, 
and for brief periods in other 
countries before coming to the 
United States in 1949.

Mike is a Holocaust survi-
vor and a U.S. Army Korean 
War veteran. He holds a B.S. 
degree from Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology where he 
was the founder and first presi-
dent of Hillel and edited the 
college newspaper.  

After moving to Cleve-
land in 1957, Mike was presi-
dent of his B’nai B’rith lodge 
and its 1971 Man of the Year; 
vice-president of Ohio State 
and Greater Cleveland B’nai 

B’rith Lodges; vice-president of 
Toastmasters club; editor of the 
Cleveland Craftsman, a prize-
winning technical magazine; 
and was named Outstanding 
Craftsman of the Year in 1970 
and Editor Emeritus in 1974.

In Indianapolis Mike has 
served on the boards of Beth-El 
Zedeck, B’nai Torah, JFGI, JEA/
BJE, JCRC, Lubavitch of Indi-
ana and the Hasten Hebrew 
Academy, where he had been 
vice-president and scholarship 
committee chairman for over 
20 years.

He is also past president of 
Keren L’Israel Investment Club 
and a founder of the India-
napolis Yiddish Club. Mike has 
worn many different kippot 
over the years.

He has been a leather crafts-
man, printer, writer, editor, 
lecturer, teacher and volunteer. 
Until his retirement three years 
ago, Mike headed the Indiana-
Illinois regional office of Israel 

Bonds for 33 years. He joined 
Israel Bonds in order to “better 
serve and do something mean-
ingful for our people.” During 
his tenure, Mike’s office has 
generated some $100 million 
investment capital for Israel.

Mike is a recipient of nu-
merous awards, including the 
Sagamore of the Wabash (In-
diana’s highest award, 1999); 
the Hasten Hebrew Academy’s 
prestigious HAI-Life Award 
(1995); the Jewish Federation’s 
Frank Newman award for out-
standing professional (2003); 
and the State of Israel Guard-
ian of Peace/Shomer Shalom 
award (1999).

The Blains are members of 
Congregation B’nai Torah and 
Beth-El  Zedeck, the JCC, the 
Indiana Jewish Historical Soci-
ety, Simon Wiesenthal Center, 
Yad Vashem, AIPAC, United 
States Holocaust Museum and 
other national organizations. 

Mike Blain honored at Israel Bonds luncheon 

Mike Blain at age 15

(See Blain, page IN 6)
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Community Events

Charlie Bunes

Spirit & Place
The Spirit & Place Festival, 

running Fri., Nov. 6 through 
Sun., Nov. 15, 2009, is cel-
ebrating its 14th year. Venues 
around the city. The Festival 
has a mission to stimulate con-
versation, collaboration, com-
munity-building and action 
based on the artistic, spiritual 
and civic traditions that make 
Central Indiana unique. Watch 
for more information.

11th Annual Ann Katz 
Festival of Books

Nov. 4–21 at the Arthur M. 
Glick JCC. See page IN 7 for 
more information.

Celebrating Interfaith 
Spirituality with Families
Sun., Nov. 8, 3–5 p.m. at 

Marian University, Marian 
Hall Bishop Chartrand Memo-
rial Chapel, 3200 Cold Spring 
Rd., Indianapolis. For adults of 
all ages, children (elementary 
school), seniors, young adults 
(18–30), youth (middle/high 
school). Presenter(s): Marian 
University Chamber Singers, 
Interfaith Children. The voices 
of children and youth set the 
stage for a musical and artistic 
celebration that invites conver-
sation and reflection on the is-
sue of world hunger and the 
value of spirituality in the fam-
ily. Faith traditions include Af-
rican Native, American Indian, 
Baha’i, Buddhism, Christian-
ity, Hinduism, Islam, Jainism, 
Judaism, Sikh, and Unitarian 
Universalism. Questions? Call 
317-955-6000 or e-mail nrosf@
marian.edu.

Save this Date
Hasten Hebrew Academy 

Chanukkah Campaign kick-off 
dinner Nov. 8. Noted author 
and lecturer Avivah Zornberg 
will be the special guest and 
speaker for the evening. The 
Chanukah Campaign dinner 
will be held at the HHAI Cul-
tural Arts Center and begins 
HHAI’s annual fundraising 
campaign. The dollars raised 
through this campaign go a 
long way toward supporting 
the education your children 
receive at the Hasten Hebrew 

Academy. To attend the dinner 
a minimum donation of $250 
per person or $500 per couple 
is required. Our Maccabee So-
ciety donors give a minimum 
of $2,500. Membership in this 
society includes attendance not 
only at the Chanukah dinner, 
but at the HAI-Life Awards 
dinner in the spring, as well. 
For those who are not able to 
donate in these amounts, we 
welcome any meaningful gift 
you can give. Every dollar do-
nated is greatly appreciated.

JCRC Pizza and Politics
On Wed., Nov. 11, at 5:45 

p.m., join JCRC for a legislative 
briefing, pizza, and an open fo-
rum with legislators from the 
greater Indianapolis area. The 
event is free, but you need to 
RSVP to David Sklar at d_sk-
lar@indyjcrc.org.

The Geography of the Sacred: 
How We Sanctify Space
Thurs., Nov. 12, 7:30 – 9:30 

p.m. at Congregation Beth-El 
Zedeck, 600 W. 70th St., In-
dianapolis. For adults of all 
ages, young adults (18–30), 
youth (middle/high school). 
Presenter(s): Dean Illingworth, 
Ruth W. Messinger, and Fran 
Quigley. This panel discus-
sion will explore how people 
have inspired places through 
personal encounters, volun-
teerism, and generosity, creat-
ing positive and sustainable 
impacts on neighborhoods and 
communities. Reception will 
follow. Moderated by Rabbis 
Dennis and Sandy Sasso of 
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck. 
Panelists include Missy 
Wright, chapter manager, Am-
bassadors for Children; Dean 
Illingworth, executive director, 
Habitat for Humanity; Ruth 
Messinger, president, Ameri-
can Jewish World Service; and 
Fran Quigley, director of oper-
ations, IU-Kenya Partnership, 
IU School of Medicine, IUPUI. 
Questions? Call 317-253-3441 
or e-mail bez613@bez613.org. 

B’nai Torah fall Shabbaton
Mark your calendar for 

Nov. 13–14 for Bnai Torah’s fall 
Shabbaton. This year’s scholar 

in residence is Josh Hasten 
who will talk about what we 
can do to support Israel. Josh 
recently was honored at Com-
mittee for Accuracy in the Mid-
dle East Reporting in America 
(CAMERA) as “Letter Writer 
of the Year.” Josh runs his own 
media consulting firm in Israel 
has been in the forefront for 
confronting media bias against 
Israel. The Shabbaton week-
end will include dinner, lunch 
and a Malavah Malkah. Please 
consider becoming a sponsor 
for this event. For more infor-
mation, contact B’nai Torah at 
253-5253.

Israel Bonds luncheon 
honors Mike Blain

On Sun., Nov. 15, the State 
of Israel Bonds luncheon will 
honor Mike Blain, at 11:30 
a.m. at Shaarey Tefilla. RSVP 
to Shelby Goldstein at shelby.
goldstein@israelbonds.com or 
at 1-800-969-3987. 

Cooking with IHC 
Celebrity Chefs

IHC invites you on Tues-
days, Nov. 17 – Dec. 1, 6–9:00 
p.m. (3 sessions) to join three 
well-known IHC chefs, Sandy 
Adland, Rabbi Jon Adland, 
and Bruce Signer, as they teach 
you how to make challah, mat-
zah balls and kugel. Fee: $35 
members; $40 nonmembers. To 
register call IHC’s main office 
at 255-6647. Questions? Call 

Marcia Goldstein 317-255-6647 
x213.

Indianapolis Hadassah 
Lunch and Learn

The Indianapolis Chapter 
of Hadassah will sponsor its 
Lunch and Learn study pro-
gram of famous American Jew-
ish Women this fall. Join them 
at Shapiro’s in Carmel on Nov. 
18 to discuss the life of Emma 
Lazarus; and on Dec. 9 to dis-
cuss the life of Marie Syrkin. 
All sessions begin at 11 a.m. 
For further information call 
844-4309 or 257-7142.

Caregiver Support Group
If you are caring for a fam-

ily member or friend on a 
regular basis, you might be in-
terested in participating in this 
informal group. Facilitated by 
Judy Sosin, MSW, JCC associ-
ate executive director, this is 
a safe place to share emotions 
and experiences, seek and give 
advice, and exchange practi-
cal information with others. 
You will see that your situa-
tion is not unique, that you 
are not alone in your feelings 
and experiences and you may 
find other people who have 
struggled with the same prob-
lems as you and have found 

answers. Third Thursday of 
each month beginning Nov. 
18, 3:30–4:30 p.m., No regis-
tration required. No fee. For 
more information, go to www.
JCCindy.org.

Congregation Shaarey Tefilla 
4th Annual Holiday Bazaar!

Dec. 6, 2009 from 11a.m. to 
3 p.m. This fun-filled event is 
open to the public and admis-
sion is free! Don’t miss the lo-
cal talents of 30+ area crafters 
and your favorite vendors! 
Come and see the variety of 
items such as jewelry, gift, 
soaps and unique crafts. Don’t 
miss face painting sponsored 
by the JCC, and entertainment 
thought out the day. Indy 
Hoopers will perform Hoop 
dancing, Master Mike Mari-
enthal Tae Kwon Do will of-
fer demonstrations, and stick 
juggling demonstrations will 
be done by Juggle Fun! Do-
nations are being accepted to 
Ovar’coming Together, Indi-
ana’s ovarian cancer education 
and support resource agency. 
Congregation Shaarey Tefilla, 
3085 W. 116th St. Carmel, Ind. 
46032. For more information, 
contact Stacey Bunes at 317-
726-8975 or Rebecca Holloway 
at 317-840-6975. 
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Just Back from the Interna-
tional Space Station and Live 

at the JCC 
On Tues., Dec. 15, at 7 p.m. 

Mickey Maurer will interview 
David Wolf. Not only is Dr. 
Wolf a fellow Hoosier, he is 
a graduate of the JCC’s Early 
Childhood Education pro-
gram and North Central High 
School. Dr. Wolf has ventured 
into space on three separate 
missions, including an extend-
ed stay on the Russian Space-
craft Mir, for a total of 158 days 
in space. For anyone fascinated 
by outer space, or with dreams 
of becoming an astronaut, 
or interested in the amazing 
stories of perhaps Indiana’s 
most “well-traveled” native, 
Mickey’s discussion and visual 
presentation with Dr. Wolf is 
a must! For more information, 
call the JCC at 251-9467. Tick-
ets $10 general public / $5 JCC 
members. Tickets for sale at the 
door until sold out.

The Anti-Defamation League 
(ADL) will present the Man 
of Achievement award to the 
Honorable Mitchell E. Daniels, 
Jr., governor of Indiana, for 
his dedication to ending dis-
criminatory behavior through 
educating today’s youth and 
fighting hate across the state. 
The event will take place at the 

Hyatt Regency in Indianapolis 
on Nov. 23. 

“Governor Daniels has been 
a huge driving force to end-
ing anti-Semitism, bigotry and 
hate in the state of Indiana,” 
says Lonnie Nasatir, regional 
director of the ADL Greater 
Chicago/Upper Midwest Re-
gion. “He has reached out to 

all age groups and professions 
– from high school students to 
the police force – to provide the 
necessary education to change 
society.” 

The Indianapolis Public 
Schools Mission to Washing-
ton, D.C., gave Indiana public 
school students the opportu-
nity to see the U.S. Holocaust 

Museum and visit Howard 
University, where the land-
mark civil rights case Brown v. 
Board of Education took place. 
The ADL also provides ongo-
ing anti-bias training in Indi-
ana schools as part of the A 
World of Difference® program. 
Students become Peer Train-
ers, learning how to work with 
their peers to distinguish be-
tween personal freedom and 
discriminatory behavior. Since 
1991, more than 5,000 students 
have been trained as Peer 

Trainers, influencing the lives 
of more than 60,000 students in 
the U.S. and abroad.

In May 2007, ADL’s Mid-
west Investigative Researcher 
and the Midwest Area Counsel 
trained members of the FBI, 
the U.S. Attorney’s Office for 
the Southern District of Indi-
ana, the Indianapolis Metro-
politan Police Department, the 
Joint Terrorism Task Force, the 
Indiana State Police, and oth-
ers. The training focused on 
domestic terrorism, extrem-
ist groups, extremist use of 
the Internet, hate crimes, and 
a discussion on state and fed-
eral hate crime laws. ADL con-
tinues to provide hate crimes 
response training to the cadet 
class of the Indiana State Police 
Academy.

Abraham H. Foxman, ADL 
national director, will serve as 
the event’s keynote speaker, 
presenting Governor Daniels 
with the Man of Achievement 
Award. The award dinner will 
take place Mon., Nov., 23, at 
the Hyatt Regency in Indianap-
olis, Ind., at 5:30 p.m. Tickets 
are $400.

A Man of Achievement
The Anti-Defamation League Honors Governor Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr.

 Governor Mitch Daniels

Mickey’s Corner with 
Astronaut David Wolf
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obituaries

AARON-RUBEN-NELSON 
MORTUARY

The Nelson family is proud to 
welcome you to our new home!

11411 N. Michigan Rd.
Zionsville, IN 46077

just south of 116th Street

317-873-4776

Simone Amar 
Widaman Ludwig, 88

At the conclusion of a most 
beautiful life, lasting more than 
88 years, Aug. 28, 1921 to Oct. 
27, 2009, marks the beginning 
of Simone’s final journey. Flu-
ent in five languages, her love 
for poetry and Victor Hugo, 
cooking, French music, and 
family gatherings were the 
engine that sustained her ex-
traordinary adventure through 
life. A World War II bride from 
Casablanca, Morocco, this rare 
beauty and captivating per-
sonality, this kind and giving 
soul is greatly loved and will 
be sorely missed by those she 
has touched and especially by 
the family she leaves behind: 
husband, James Ludwig; son, 
Charles (Nancy) Widaman; 
granddaughter, Lauren Wi-

daman; sister, Esther Amar; 
brothers, Albert and Leon 
Amar; and many nieces and 
nephews in the U.S. and Cana-
da. A funeral service took place 
Fri., Oct. 30, 2009, 2:00 p.m., at 
Beth-El Zedeck North Cem-
etery. Arrangements by Aaron-
Ruben-Nelson Mortuary.

They have been active in re-
settling newcomers from the 
former Soviet Union. The In-
dianapolis chapter of P.N.A.I. 
– Parents of North American 
Israelis, Inc. – was founded by 
the Blains. The Jewish Post & 
Opinion awarded “Bouquets of 
the Week” to Mike twice for 
his work in bringing Yiddish 
back to Indianapolis, and for 
his work in the community.

Mike met his wife Sylvia 
Kramer while a student in 
Rochester, NY; they lived in 
Cleveland and since 1971 in 
Indianapolis.

Sylvia and Mike are most 
proud of their three sons and 
their families: Zvi, David and 
Daniel, their 12 grandchil-
dren, and four great-grand-
children. 

Blain
Continued from page IN 2

Children who call The Ju-
lian Center a temporary home 
can now find literary refuge at 
the new shelter library estab-
lished by Jewish Women Inter-
national (JWI) and the Verizon 
Foundation. The Verizon Foun-
dation donated $15,000 to fund 
JWI’s children’s library at The 
Julian Center, the newest of 32 
libraries established in the na-
tion, and the first in Indiana.

JWI’s National Library Ini-
tiative is working to establish 
100 children’s libraries in do-
mestic violence shelters across 
the United States. The Julian 
Center, which offers counsel-
ing, safe shelter and educa-
tion for survivors of domestic 
violence and their families, has 
transformed an underutilized 
room into a library – complete 
with 250 new books, small and 

into support for survivors of 
domestic violence, Verizon 
Wireless last year awarded 
more than $1.5 million in cash 
grants and 63 million minutes 
of service to help domestic vio-
lence organizations and their 
clients nationwide. In Indiana 
last year, the company donated 
nearly $200,000 in cash grants, 
phones and airtimes to local do-
mestic violence agencies and 
shelters. 

“This new library demon-
strates our ongoing commitment 
to make a difference in our com-
munity,” said Michelle Gilbert, 
public relations manager, Indi-
ana/Kentucky/Michigan Region, 
Verizon Wireless, who delivered 
an additional 625 children’s 
books donated by Verizon Wire-
less employees in Indianapolis. 
“We hope this library at The Ju-
lian Center feeds the creativity of 
children in temporary refuge and 
strengthens their desire to learn.”

Community members are en-
couraged to help fill the shelves 
by donating new children’s 
books to the library. For more 
information on how to make do-
nations, please contact Linda 
Platt, of Jewish Women In-
ternational, at 800-343-2823 
or lplatt@jwi.org.

large rocking chairs, bookcases, 
a study table and chairs, carpet 
and a computer desk, chair and 
printer. 

“All too often, women and 
children fleeing from an abu-
sive home aren’t able to bring 
anything with them,” said Ann 
DeLaney, executive director of 
The Julian Center. “A library 
for children can be of particular 
comfort, especially when chil-
dren are forced to leave behind 
all that is familiar and comfort-
able, such as books and toys.”

JWI’s National Library Ini-
tiative began in 2003 as an ef-
fort to reach the youngest vic-
tims of domestic violence and 
help set them on a path to ed-
ucational stability, emotional 
recovery and future success. 
Children fleeing abusive situ-
ations often suffer from emo-
tional trauma and an interrup-
tion in their education, which 
can lead to school and then 
workforce struggles. The Na-
tional Library Initiative seeks 
to break the cycle of violence 
by creating safe havens within 
shelters where children can 
study, read, do homework and 
form a healthy bond with their 
mothers. 

“Our National Library Ini-
tiative would not be as suc-
cessful without the tremen-
dous support of organizations 
like Verizon, an organization 
equally committed to domes-
tic violence awareness and 
prevention,” said Lori Wein-
stein, executive director of JWI. 
“We are so fortunate to have 
found such a devoted commu-
nity partner with whom to join 
forces and make our society a 
better place.”

The Verizon Foundation 
and Verizon Wireless are rec-
ognized nationally for their 
support of domestic violence 
awareness and prevention 
initiatives along with literacy 
programs. Last year, the Ve-
rizon Foundation invested na-
tionwide nearly $5 million in 
community grants, technology 
solutions and volunteer hours. 

Through its long-running 
HopeLine® phone recycling 
and reuse program that turns 
no-longer-used wireless phones 

Julian Center children’s library opens 
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